The Vogel-Fulcher-Tammann equation is exposed as a particular example of the mean field theory. It is generalized by taking into account an arbitrary critical exponent of susceptibility, discriminating between different classes of universality. The Bell-Evans-Polanyi principle is employed to estimate the difference between the activation energies of flows in crystals and glasses, which appears to coincide with the excess Gibbs energy of the glass compared to the crystal.
liquid to absorb the external force per unit molecule. This definition is normalized by the obvious limit ( ) 0 C T    , since at infinite temperature no correlations between the fluid molecules are present.
According to the theory of critical phenomena, 0 T appears to be the critical temperature of the viscosity and one can generalize the expression above by introduction of the critical exponent of susceptibility
The cooperative number is related also to the Kohlrausch exponent, 3 which can be generalized by using Eq. (3) to
where m T is the melting temperature. The VFT equation (1) corresponds in particular to the mean field theory with 1   . There are, however, many other possibilities. 4 For instance, 3D systems can follow the self-avoiding walk (
 
), the Ising model (
Thus, one can relate the universality class of the liquid to a macroscopic model for the dynamic viscosity
The activation energy A  for the viscous flow in glasses is lower than the activation energy 
It is amazing that the decrease of the activation energy 
